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verbose, and confused document, the manifesto invited the peoples of belligerent nations "to wage a decisive battle against the annexa-tionist programs" of their governments. ''Russian democracy, conscious of its revolutionary strength," said the manifesto, "declares that it will resist by all means the policy of annexations" of Russian ruling classes. However, "the Russian revolution shall not retreat before the bayonets of conquerors and shall not allow itself to be crushed by outside military force/' The peoples of the world, especially the German proletariat, were urged "to refuse to be the weapons of annexations and violence in the hands of kings, landowners, and bankers." Revolutions in western Europe would lead to the end of the war, to the establishment of "international unit}'/7 and the "complete liberation of humanity."
The Russian socialist press greeted the manifesto as a momentous pronouncement inaugurating a new era in international relations. From the standpoint of Russia's "traditional policy," as understood by Miliukov, the manifesto had the advantage of committing the Soviet to the continuation of the war as long as no revolution had occurred in Germany. However, it also called for the revision of war aims and inaugurated a nation-wide campaign for peace "without annexations and indemnities/' an ambiguous formula which lent itself to innumerable interpretations. Izvestiia (March 17) proposed that the slogan "War to victory'' should be replaced by that of "War for freedom."
The immediate reaction to the manifesto appeared to be favorable to a defensive war. There were mass patriotic demonstrations of the Petrograd garrison and populace. The sudden attack by the Germans on the Stokhod River (March 21), which resulted in the heavy defeat and withdrawal of the Russians, was a timely reminder that the war was not yet over, and had a sobering effect upon some of those who put their faith in the efficacy of the peace manifesto. Although these developments tended to obscure the basic motives behind the appeal —fatigue with the war and passionate longing for peace—these motives immediately reasserted themselves. Socialist newspapers led by the Bolshevik Pravda harped incessantly on the theme that the war was caused by the greed and imperialistic ambitions of the ruling classes. The revolutionary government of Russia should take the lead in inviting the Allies to revise their war aims and to renounce all plans for territorial expansion. As the novelist Merezhkovsky put it

